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Intent  

   

At St Alban’s C of E Academy, we believe that each child should be exposed to a broad and rich music curriculum. 

Music is a unique way of communicating that can inspire and motivate children through opportunities for personal 

expression. Music can reflect the culture and society we live in and so the teaching and learning of music enables 

children to better understand the world we live in, and it is also important in helping children feel part of a 

community.   

   

All children have the opportunity to learn and develop the 

following skills:    

 Listening  

 Appraising  

 Composing  

 Singing  

 Performing  

   

  

Each pupil can learn:    

 To learn to use their voices and sing in tune with other 

people   

 To recognise pulse and pitch   

 To play tuned and untuned musical instruments with 

control and sensitivity   

 To work collaboratively with others to create musical compositions, recognising how sounds combine together to 

make a final piece   

 To understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-

related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical 

notations    

 To develop knowledge of musical notation and how to compose music  

 

Our aim is to inspire children them to communicate and express their feelings by introducing a variety of music 

styles and genres. We aim to teach children a rich music curriculum that enables children to reflect, improvise and 

appreciate different kinds of music.   

  

   

Implementation  

   

At St Albans Academy we make music an enjoyable learning experience for our children through; encouraging them 

to participate in a variety of musical performances, building their confidence when reflecting on music and 

offering opportunities for them to use a wide range of musical instruments. Through singing songs, children learn 

about the structure and organisation of music so we teach them to listen to and appreciate different forms of 

music whilst developing their ability to sing. We also teach children how to work with others to make music so they 

can practise, rehearse and present performances with a greater awareness of an audience. As a school we think it is 



important to embed music into our daily routines. Teachers use calming music within lessons to promote a love for 

music. Calming music creates a relaxing atmosphere for learning. Also, it is often that teachers will play music or 

sounds which link to the topic to provide children with auditory learning experiences.  

 

In Early Years children will: 

 Work towards achieving Early Learning Goals in Expressive Arts and Design.  

 Be delivered through cross curricular projects as outlined in our Early Years Curriculum.  

 Listen and respond to different styles of music, embedding foundations of the interrelated dimensions of 
music, listening to, learning to sing or sing along with nursery rhymes and action songs, improvising leading 
to playing classroom instruments and, share and perform the learning that has taken place; 

 Be delivered through Maths and English learning such as, following a steady beat, counting songs and songs 

that develop rhythm and rhyme.     

 

In Key Stage 1 children will learn to:    

 Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes     

 Play tuned and untuned instruments musically     

 Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of highquality live and recorded music     

 Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music     

   

   

In Key Stage 2 pupils will learn to:   

 Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with 

increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression     

 Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the interrelated dimensions of music     

 Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory.    

 Use and understand the stave and other musical notations. The musical elements of pitch, duration, tempo, 

dynamics, timbre, texture and structure are progressively introduced     Appreciate and understand a wide 

range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers 

and musicians     

 Develop an understanding of the history of music     

    

Cultural Capital  

  

We believe that music enriches the lives of children, and so we wish to involve as many children as possible in 

musical activities. We have a school choir which we encourage all children to join. The choir meets on a weekly basis 

and, although its primary aim is to enable children to enjoy singing together, it also performs in public on a number 

of occasions throughout the year, for example at the Christmas carol concert.  

(During the year of COVID-19, this has not happened due to the mixing of bubbles being prohibited.) 

All children across the school year take part in a musical performance.  The whole school also meets weekly in 

singing practice to learn hymns and songs for assemblies and special occasions.  In worship, children also learn and 



sing songs supported by the Reverend and staff to promote the idea of God and Jesus. Every day, when the whole 

school meets for either worship or assembly, we use this as an opportunity to introduce a new piece of music and for 

quiet reflection at the start of each worship/assembly.  Each year group has the opportunity to produce and 

perform a class assembly: in these class assemblies, children rehearse, sign and perform a song that links to the 

theme and within classrooms, we encourage music in the background of independent learning time to help the 

children focus and reflect.      

  

Equal Opportunities and Differentiation  

   

All children will have equal access to the music curriculum, regardless of gender, ethnicity, socioeconomic background 

or special educational needs as outlined in the school’s Equal opportunities Policy.  Suitable, enriching learning 

opportunities will be provided for all children based on their musical ability.  Learning will be explorative and open 

ended, encouraging all learners to access the opportunities and develop at their own pace.    

For those children with special educational needs, who are EAL or pupil premium, the teacher will work alongside the 

SEND and EAL leaders to set specialised targets, which are taught and reviewed regularly to ensure they make 

progress. We enable pupils to have access to the full range of learning opportunities involved in learning music. 

Staff will develop differentiated plans to ensure children who are identified as gifted in music are challenged 

through the use of questioning and through challenging the quality of their vocal responses to songs, patterns, 

sounds and instrumentals.     

  
Planning process  

The planning process for music begins with a whole school overview that outlines the topics covered in each year 

group. From this, the long term plan outlines the progression of objectives covered from EYFS to Year 6 across the 

main areas and skills within music. Medium term plans are the next step of the planning process that cover what 

children will be taught within that topic and how.   

The class teacher is responsible for formulating the weekly plans and then uses these to identify differentiation 

needed for individuals. Staff use Charanga, a musical school programme that works alongside the National 

Curriculum aims for music in school. This has been adapted to the topics being taught in school. Each topic builds 

on prior learning and develops learning in each unit. Due to the progression in each unit, children are increasingly 

challenged throughout the years in school.  

  

 

Monitoring  

The subject leader for music is responsible for the standard of work produced. Monitoring includes: learning walks, 

planning trawls, and tracking of pupil data. This gives a clear image of how the school is teaching music. The 

music lead will also support colleagues in the teaching of music, keep staff informed about current developments in 

the subject and attempt to provide clear direction for the subject in the school. The music subject leader has 

specially allocated time for carrying out the vital task of reviewing samples of children’s work and visiting classes to 

observe teaching in the subject.  

 

 

Parents / carers and the wider community 

As a school we believe that maintaining positive relationships with parents and carers are important. Parents and 

carers are invited into school for class assemblies, school concerts, productions and performances. Children are able 

to showcase their talents as individuals.  

Children also have the opportunity to showcase their musical skills through the home portal “Yumu”: here children 

have the opportunity to develop musical skills they have been taught within their music lessons and can extend the 

traditional classroom into their homes.   

  



Impact  

  

At St Alban’s C of E Academy, we believe that by providing children with a rich music education they will be 

able to apply the skills, such as appraisal, that they have learnt, to different subject areas.  

    

The design of our music curriculum allows for all children, regardless of starting points, to make good progress. 

Planned lessons will ensure that prior knowledge is continually built upon and the children are continuously growing 

their knowledge and understanding. Children will develop confidence in playing instruments and using their voices 

expressively and creatively, enabling them to develop into confident musicians. 

   

Teachers will use the building blocks to monitor and assess children’s progress termly. We assess children in relation 

to their ability to listen and appraise, create and explore and perform. We use this as the basis for assessing the 

progress of the child and we pass this information on to the next teacher at the end of the year. The teachers keep 

a bank of evidence which can include video/audio recordings of individuals, videos/photographs of group 

performances and records of children’s ideas and notations.   

 
Review   

This policy will be reviewed annually by staff and governors   

   


